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1 . The amendment to the specification filed December 1 8, 2003 was not entered because it 
was not submitted in proper form. There is no provision in the amendment rules for amendment 
by substitute pages. Amendments to the specification must be by substitute paragraphs (see 37 
CFR 1.121(b) or by substitute specification (see 37 CFR 1.125). 

In the amendment to claim 28 submitted December 18, 2003, the superscript minus sign 
after "COO" in the second-to-last line of the claim was deleted without the change being shown 
by marking as required by 37 CFR 1. 121(c)(1). In the amendment to claim 36, "a" was changed 
to "a" without marking as required by 37 CFR 1. 121(c)(1). In the amendment to claim 44, the 
semicolon which occurred at the end of the last line was changed to a period without marking as 
required by 37 CFR 1 . 121(c)(1). Any future amendments should be carefully checked to ensure 
compliance with the amendment rules. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the occurrence of legal 
phraseology "said" and "means". Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The amendment to the Abstract contains the same text as the Abstract previously 
submitted on August 28, 2001, and still uses the word "means". 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: At page 10, line 18, 
"alicyclics" is misspelled. At page 10, line 33, one of the two occurrences of "nature" should be 
deleted. Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claims 28, 36, and 44-49 are objected to because of the following informalities: At claim 
28, second-to-last line, a superscript minus sign needs to be inserted after "COO" and before the 
comma. At claim 36, page 10 of the amendment, line 1, before "-hydroxycarboxylic", "a" needs 
to be changed to "a". At claim 44, hne 4, the comma after "solution" should be deleted. At 
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claim 45, lines 4 and 7, and at page 13, lines 6 and 7, the commas need to be deleted. At claim 
46, page 14, line 1, both commas in the line need to be deleted. At claim 47, lines 7 (both 
occurrences) and 10, the commas need to be deleted. At claim 49, line 4, "biocompatible" is 
now misspelled. Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claims 22-27, 29-35, and 37-43 are allowed. 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey E. Russel at telephone number (571) 272-0969. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Brenda Brumback can be reached at (571) 272-0961. The fax number for Technology 
Center 1600 for formal communications is (703) 872-9306; for informal communications such as 
proposed amendments, the fax number (571) 273-0969 can be used. The telephone number for 
the Technology Center 1600 receptionist is (703) 308-0196. K v ^ h \\ 
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